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5/17/61 
116-133470 


Office Washington, D. C. 


Bureau Filt Noj 


WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN - 
WA- 114136 


ib i£L 


cs»issiriB)i 

ASA — A ns A m A3‘f , 

JS7,Ja3< 

No personnel file located NASA* No additional 
pertinent information files of CSC or ASC 
Security. HCUA negative. Passport J.ssued_ 
December. 1956, a nd October ! 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 

EMPLOYMENT 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 

On May l961,flBHHBii^^B_Eersqnn£l. 
Office, 801 19th Street, N. W., advised SA 1 
JR., that her files contain no personnel re cor a on 
applicant. She stated that this file would be located at 
his current place of employment. 

On May 

Office, NASA, advised SAlBHPHiiit B JR filei ' ef jj ct th f 
applicant was granted a "Top Secret” clearance by the^ 
Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama, based on a 
investigation by the Third Army, completed December 29, 1954. 


Classified 

Oeclass^f op.: 
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HEREIN»^SwiA55 ,F,ED e *CEPI 
WHERE SHOtf.'N OTHERWISE,... • 


£QNFli|ENTIAi: 




loaned to poor agner; 
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June 27, 1960, NASA g 
clearance based on th 
ce he currently holds 


stated that during this period he 
was certain the applicant was not politically active and 
that he only did what his position required him to do as 
part of the government insofar as political matters were 
concerned. He stated there is no question whatsoever in 
his mind concerning the applicant's character, associates, 
reputation or loyalty and that he would recommend him, 
without hesitation, for a position of trust and confidence. 


advised SA that he had 

riefly met the applicant whom he described as a great man, 
however, he did not know him well enough to furnish any 
additional comments or make any recommendation, 

MISCELLANEOUS 


The files of the Bureau of Personnel Investigations 
Civ^^Sgrv^^^ommiasion, as reviewed on May 1, 1961, by 
IC contain no additional pertinent 

i nf ormaxio^o^tn^app 1 i c ant , 


,CGX\DENT!Al 
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naturalization records and employment records ref le^ A .-••*•« ; 
applicant born 3/23/12, Wirsitz, - Germany. . ^Filed^^^^^. 
petition #7888 for naturalization, USDC, Birmingham, 

Alabama, 1/18/55. Naturalized Huntsville, Alabama, , 
4/14/55, issued Certificate of Citizenship #7297683. 
Employment records MSFC, NASA, Huntsville, ref le^i^^^r" 
applicant employed 9/13/45, Department of Army, 

Project Director, Research and Development Division*/ v 'Ts 
Ft. Bliss, Texas. In May, 1950, transferred to Guide?: -v$. 
Missile Development Group , BEDSTONE ARSENAL* ihmts villB*^ 
Alabama. Effective 7/1/52, transferred to Civil Servi***^ 
status. Effective 2/14/56, transferred from Ordsaac*//*#; 
Missile Laboratory, BSA, to ABMA as Director, Devele^^y; 
meat Operations Division. Effective 7/1/60, 

Director, »FC, NASA. Access to top secret granted pif&k 
9/19/55, extended by MSFC. Security file, JBFC>rOr 
flects applicant was' member of Nazi Party in Germany 
«« i M « ■ i«vat> u>tin la either; 


'--/pai 1- 
v-*: 


ahd'ss KJor^ln'Germai Army^^Never active in eitheri^f# 


mm 


No adverse information developed by NASA Security Office.' 
Associates, MSFC, comment favorably and recommend^- ^ 






(urfMrt ly 
Deelnd^ 


«*Uto. «w-r r»CTrnnCT<1,tVm. »r ««nc»u.k^ of. t h W. » > pro p^rf taTO-dlita-^ 

its content s are not to be distributed outride Four agency* v ' V v 
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Stand 
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DETAILS: AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 



advised 


On May 4, 1961, _ 

U. S. District Court Clerk's un , 
of that office reflect WERNHER VON BRAUN, 907 McClung Street, 
Huntsville, Alabama, filed petition # 7888 on January 18, 1955,. 
at Birmingham, Alabama, for the purpose of becoming naturalized. 
She further advised the records reflect he was naturalized in 
Huntsville, Alabama, on April 14, 1955, and was issued Certifi- 
cate of Citizenship No. 7297683. - ^ ; : '~ 



further advised that WERNHER VON BRAUN 
was born March 23, 1912, in Wirsitz, Pons&i^^srmanjL. His 
wife, MARIA LOUISE VON BRAUN, was born (■■■■■■ in Berlin, 
Germany, and they were married Februar^j^i947^inLandshut, 
G ermany anH hava two children, IRIS CAREEN VON BRAUN, bori 

and MARGURITE CECILS VON BRAUN, born 
at Huntsville, Alabama. 




The records of U. S. District Court Clerk's Office 
further reflect that WERNHER VON BRAUN had lawful admission 
for permanent residence; that he was at El Paso, Texas, on 
November 2, 1949, and his Citizenship Certificate #7297683 
was signed by DAN STRONG, Deputy Clerk, U. S. District Court, 
Northern District of Alabama. 

AT HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA : '» ] V I. 

HHHHHR Personnel Office, GEORGE C. MARSHALL 
SPACE FLIGHT CENTER (MSFC), NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION (NASA), made available for review applicant's 
personnel file maintained at the Personnel Office of MSFC. 

This file reflects that WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN 
was born March 23, 1912, at Wirsitz, Germany. This file re- 
flects that from May, 1930, to November, 1932, applicant was 
employed by the Rocket Field Reinickendorf , Berlin, Germany; 
from November, 1932, to April, 1937, he was employed at the 
Army Proving Ground, German Ordnance Department, Kummersdarf, 
Germany; f rom April, 1937, to May, 1 9y 5, by the Army JR ocket 

s. .% .-V' /v ' - •' .h %' 7 • 
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Center , German Army Ordnance Department, as Technical Director, 
at Peenemuende, Germany; from September, 1945, to May, 1950, 
employed as Project Director, Research and Development Division, 
Sub-Office (Rocket), for the U. S* Army, Fort Bliss, Texas. 

From May, 1950, to February, 1956, he was employed by the U. S . 
Army as Technical Director at REDSTONE ARSENAL, Huntsville, 
Alabama, assigned to the Guided Missile Development Group. 
Effective February 14, 1956, he was transferred from the 
Ordnance Missile Laboratory, REDSTONE ARSENAL, to the Army 
Ballistics Missile Agency (ABMA) as Director of Development 
Operations Division. On July 1, 1960, he was transferred from 
ABMA, as Director of Development Operations Division, to MSFC 
as Director of MSFC. He is still employed by NASA as Director 
of MSFC. This file reflects that as of July 1, 1952, applicant 
was appointed as an Aeronautical Research, Development and 
Design Engineer under Civil Service status. All employment 
prior to that time was under a contract basis. 


This file reflects that a background investigation 
was completed by the U. S. Third Army on December 29, 1954, 
and that secret clearance was granted on July 11, 1955. 


Applicant's personnel file contains no derogatory 
information but does contain numerous letters of commendation 
for outstanding performance of duties. 


On May 12, 1961, Personnel 

Security Section, MSFC, advised that a resume of applicant's 
security file maintained by the Security Section, H3FC, reflects 
that applicant received his U. S. Citizenship on April 14, 1955. 
Final clearance (security) was granted by REDSTONE ARSENAL, 
Intelligence and Security Division, on July 26, 1955, based 
upon a favorable background investigation completed in December, 
1954, by U. S. Army. Access to top secret information was 
granted on September 19, 1955, and was extended by MSFC on 
July 1, 1960. 


Applicant's security file reflects that he was a 
member of the SS Horseback Riding School in Germany from 1933 
to 1934. He was a D.L.V. pilot in 1933; was a member of the 
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known an 

nee He 

prior totnelrentrance t 
associat ed with him si nce th 
Ger 


tate 


comments concerning 


s character, reputation, associates and loyalty 
were favorable and he highly recommended applicant. 






MSFC, advised that he has been 
rofessional and social 

basis sinceBHHHHH^Hstated that from his 
association wit^appTican^n^consiaers the United States to 
be extremely fortunate to have such a man as applicant in 
their service. His comments concerning applicant's character, 
reputation, associates and loyalty were favorable, and he 
highly recommended applicant. 


On May 

advised that he has been assoc iate^vitl^aDDi leant 
ince He stated that in his estimationlHHHHJ|H 

^nas found applicant to be the mos^secvPTx^minded 
man xnat it has been his pleasure to work under. His comments 
concerning applicant's character, reputation, associates and 
loyalty were favorable and he highly recommended applicant.. . ? 


Late^jitl^aDDl 

i^^^^Tt^min 


es o 
applicant. 


HrrrimrTftf 


12. 1961 


epartm 


advised that 


contain no arrest record for 


ce contain no arresi 
of his immediate family* 


recor< 


advised that the files of 
for applicant or any member 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Report of: 

~ 5/17/61 

Field Office File No.j NY 116-121501 


Office: New York, New York 

Bureau File No.: . - ; . 


Tirt«s WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN - WA-114136 


Character: ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 

Synopsis: Reference recommends. 


- RUC - 



^J«TI0N CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS 




This document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. c _ 
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advised 




tr 




__e concxuae 

u y saying tnat he would recommend the applicant for any 
position whatsoever involving the security of the United 
States Government. 
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F B I 


Transmit the following in 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ALBANY (116-24800) 

RE: WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAITVON BRAUN - 

WA- 114136, Aka. FreiAetfTVon Braun, 

Weimher Magnus Maximilian Freiherr 

Von Braun 

AEA-A 

BUDED: 5/18/61 

Re Baltimore airtel to Director dated 5/16/61, a 
copy of which is enclosed herewith for the New York Office. 



Date: 5/19/61 
’ PLAIN TEXT 

(Type in plain text or code ) 

AIR MAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


Also enclosed herewith to aid the New York Office 
in its investigat^>r^^^M3IC report reflecting results of an 
interview with^|^^P^|||^^hich is dated jt/ 10/J53 . "" 

New York conduct approj/riat* investigation. jg 


^JC 0 

X (_3y- Bureau (AM) 

2 - New York '^EticT 2) (i 
2 - Albany (116-24800) 


ft 1 


m i£L-/f 


rJOT 

» m in iS6 i 


DAT E 0 2MM BY 


.M ' Per 


pecial Agent in Charge 



5/23/61 


AIRTEL 


To: SAC, New York (116-121501) 

From: Director, FBI (116-447851) 

: / - • / / 

WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN _ wA-114136 
aka, FREIHERR VON BRAUN, WERNHER MAGNUS 
MAXIMILIAN FREIHERR VON BRAUN 
AEA-A 

Re Albany airtel 5/19/61. 

Note correct caption as set out above. 
Surep by return mail. ^ 


1 cc - Albany (Info) 





mailed r 

. ' v « 

MAY 2 3 1961 

COMM-FBI 


, </.$& / 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , V 
DAT E RY ^mdfoJ \ 
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F B I 


Transmit the following in 


AIR TEL 


Date: 5/22/61 


(Type in plain text or code) 


or Method of Mailing) 



TO: DIRECTOR , FBI C / 

FROM: SAC, PITTSBURGir<ll6^5^98) ^ 

SUBJECT: WEBNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN^VON BRAUN 

WA-1 14136, aka., 

AEAA 

Re Baltimore airtel to Bureau, 5/l6/6l . 


advised on 5/22/61, that 
Calif., address unknown 


known to reside In 

S iSt/61* 

shouldftiGW address o 

Baltimore contactflUmii obtain address of 
setout lead for interview. 

RUC a * \ A* v \ 

/) •> ftp/ 

ft / ' 

1 - Pittsburgh^ 


/ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN.IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
DATE lUlm BY WttMl 


* not recorded 

15 MAK Uwi 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 




5/24/61 





AIRTEL 

TO: SAC, Baltimore (116-51857) . 

From: Director, FBI (116-447851) / y 

WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN TON BRAUN, aka 
WA- 114 13 6 

AEA-A v '■ v 


Re Pittsburgh airtel 5/22/61. 

Handle interview immediately and set out appropriate 
lead with instruction to surep to reach Bureau by 6/1/61, 
without fail. 



• ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

• DATE%?0M_BY<i! 




— Mailed 9 

KAY 2 '11961 

rnMM ■ 


Trotter 

W.C. jullivan 
Tele. Room - 
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o^nowAi ho.-io * 

UNITED STATES GOV^ NMENT 

Memorandum 




Mr. Evan 


Mr. Clevelan 


4/19/61 


of 


1M3~ 


subject: 


WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN TON BRAUN 
WA-114136 / r 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT C£ 




Mr. To! son — 
Mr.J*f?ons-- 

VT Mi.hr...- 


✓ C.r.v,^ 



This is to advise the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC^j^P 
requested a background investigation of Doctor von Braun, 
who is Director of the George C. Marshall Space Flight Center, 
National Aeronautics and the Space Administration, Huntsville, 
Alabama . 

Doctor von Braun is one of the German scientists and 
missile experts brought to this country under the protective 
custody and control of the Joint Intelligence Objective Agency 
in 1945. 

Bureau files reflect that a background investigation 
was conducted in 1948 at the request of Mr. Peyton Ford, then 
Assistant to the Attorney General, with emphasis on the security 
aspects of the immigration of Dr. von Braun into the United States 
for permanent residence. That investigation was favorable. 

Copies of reports in this investigation will be furnished to AEC. 

An investigation is being ordered to the field in 
this case with instructions to bring the previous investigation 
up to date. The field is also being instructed that this case 
should be assigned to experienced agents and that it will not 
be necessary to conduct a neighborhood investigation. 


ACTION* 


You will be advised of any unusual developments. 




i 
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lUporttng Otto* 
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Offlc of OrigU 

BUREAt? f 


5/22/61 


TITLE OF CASE 


WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN characteh of case 

£>VON BRAUN - WA-114136, Aka., 

Fre3^£*/Von Braun, We^hher 

Magnus Maximilian Freiherr AEA-A 

Von Braun 


REFERENCES: Baltimore airtel to Bureau 5/l6/6l, and Albany 

airtel to Bureau 5/19/61. 


Typodf 


SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR 
ADD. DISSEMINATION. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: SA 
Date: Maj 




Office: ALBANY, NEW YORK 


Field Office File N 04 ll6-24800 .. 1 

TiHe: WERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN - 
WA - 114136 


Character: ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 


Bureau File No.: 


ed closely with applicant from 
at the Army Ordnance Guided 

MisslLe Center, Fort Bliss, Texas. Applicant highly thought 
of in his field and is of good characte^and reputation and 
believes in the American way of life, ■■^^states he does 
not know if applicant was a Nazi sympathizer but said many 
of the German engineers joined the Nazi Party because they 
had no alternative if they wante^Jo provide for their families 
and continue with their work. HHI^would recommend applicant 
even though he feels the United Spates should be cautious and 
constantly aware of the German scientists' actions. 

- “ hhSSS'® 






Center 



ise 

FTl 

;o Huntsville 

, A 

labi 




He advised that the applicant 

ecame the technical director of the Army Ordnance Guided Missile 
Center at Huntsville, subsequent to the project’s moving from 
Fort Bliss, Texas. 


This document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. It Is the property ol the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. \ A. — 
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the applicant is highly thought of; 1 
in hid-TTOTrTS^rTTmvidual of good character and ; , " 
reputation and one who believes in the American way of life. 

the applicant received a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Institute 
of Technology in Berlin, Germany in 1932, and that during a 


period in 1931* the 
in Switzerland, 
degree of Doctor o 
of Berlin in 1934. 
was studying at the 



l.ded the Technical Institute 
the applicant received his 
lies from the University 
during the time applicant 
ihology in 1931# the 
applicant assisted Professor OBERTH in writing a book concerning 
the possibilities of constructing liquid-fired rockets. He said 
applicant shortly thereafter founded his own private rocket 
development business in Berlin and that among his experiments 
was a 25 pound roc ket fired by gasoline and liquid oxygen. 

in 1932, the applicant was connected with the 
German Army, his duties having been concerned with basic missile 
research and weather data experimentation. He said the German 
Government financed the applicant's building of test stands, 
and facilities for experimentation in Darmstadt, Germany . 1 
said that in 1939# applicant became a technical advisor ai 
Peenemunde Proving Ground located on the Baltic Sea, adding thai 
the Commanding 




the applicant continued his guided 
missile work throughout the war and met with ADOLPH HITLER on 
several occasions, being decorated by HITLER twice. He said 
one of applicant's decorations consisted of the Iron Cross. He 
said he had seen pictures of the applicant receiving this Iron 
Cross decoration from HITLER. 

toward the end of the war the applicant 

learned that HITLER had instructed the SS Troops to gas all the 
technical men concerned with the rocket development. He said upon 
hearing this the applicant commandeered a train and along with 
other technical men fled to some location in the mountains 
located in South Germany. He said the applicant, along with * 
many others, chose to leave this location in the mountains and 
flee to the American lines. 

the applicant, like many other German 
engineers, wa 3 an opportunist. He said the applicant has stated 
that he was not interested in politics but was an engineer, and 
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that this was his life. he did not know 

If the applicant was a Nazi sympathizer or not but stated 
that In his associations with many German scientists while 
at Fort Blis 3 , Texas, he learned that many of these German 
scientists* and engineers had joined the Nazi party because 
they had had no alternative if they desired to provide for 
their families and continue on with their work. • 

■■■■B the applicant was hypercritical of 
the slowness of the United States development of guided 
missiles. He said the applicant was disturbed because they 
were never able to get sufficient funds to go on with this 
program as well as the fact that when i't came to working on 
airborne vehicles theywer^unabl^to get skilled people in 
the Fort Bliss area. under the circumstances 

they merely did the bes^ine^couldT 

he would recommend the applicant for 
a posit^^o^^W^^w^h the Government. He advised that even 
though he would recommend applicant, he feels that the United 
States should be cautious and constantl^awar^of the German 
scientists' actions. He advised that heflpmpas an American, 
would always be an American, and native^oorr^Germans would also 
always be Germans. 
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but more in nature of honorary commission: was 
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DETAILS : 


At Huntsville, Alabama 


The follo wing Investigation :w as conducted on 
May 23> 1961, by SA! 


J^^^^^^Marshall Space FlightCenter ^MSFC, , 
Jab^nal Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), advised 
he has known and been acquainted.Jcl.ith applicant since approxi- 
matelyflBHBBwhen applicant was in charge of the V-2 Rocket 
Center^^eenemuende, Germany. He stated he worked for 
applicant at the Peenemuende Center. He said that during 
the time they were together in Germany, applicant was, in 
all probability, a member of the German National Socialist 
Workers Party (NSDAP)( Nazi Party), but he was never active 
in the Nazi Party and his membership was through necessity 
rather than by choice. He was also a member - 

staff el (SS) and held a commission in the SS. V||m 
advised applicant was not active in the SS and his commission 
was more of an honorary commission than an actual commission. 

HUmBVstated applicant's primary interest was . 
in the field of scientific work and because of his position 
as a leader in rocket research, the Nazi Party and SS more [ 

or less left him alone; however, at one time applicant was 
arrested by the Gestapo and held for several weeks, but was . 
subsequently released. 

— advised he considered applicant to be 
completely loyal to the United States Government and a man 
whose character, reputation and associates were above re- 
proach. He stated he highly recommended him for a position 
involving trust and confidence. > v ; 



MSFC, NASA, a^^e^ie 

^ee^^LSsocieTted with applicant 

on V’ 


rised h e has known and 
le stated he 

wcrked'under applicant's supervision^F^JH^V-2 Rocket Center, 
Peenemuende, Germany. He said that although applicant was 
probably a member of the Nazi Party in Germany and also held 
a commission in the SS, he was never active in either. He 
advised he never knew applicant to make any political speeches 
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or to engage in politics in any way. He stated applicant 
was a devoted scientist and his membership in the Party (Nazi) 
was merely so he could continue his scientific work at the 
V-2 Center. 

said applicant, in fact, was the 
driving force in moving the group of scientists from the ■' 
Peenemuende Center to the West, rather than to the Eastern 
Zone of Germany immediately after World War II. He stated 
applicant realized the effects of working for the Russian 
Government and was extremely instrumental in causing the 
group of scientists who came to the West rather than remain 
in Peenemuende and be taken over by the Russians, to do so. 

commented favorauiy concerning 
applicant 1 3 character, reputation, associates and loyalty 
to the United States Government, and stated he would highly 
recommend him for a position of trust and confidence. 



IMSFC, NASA . advised Hp has imnv-n and hppn associa ted 
applicant since' 

at which time he went to work under applicant's supervision 
at the Rocket Center, Peenemuende, Germany. He stated appli- 
cant was a member of the Nazi Party in Germany and was also 
an officer in the SS; however, he was never active in either. 
He said although applicant was the Director of the Rocket 
Center, he never encouraged the employees to attend Party 
meetings and never issued any memorandums or orders suggesting 
any of the employees attend Party meetings. He said appli- 
cant appeared to be completely divorced from all political 
activities and was only Interested in his scientific work. 

He advised he only saw applicant in uniform on one occasion 
and that was on a special day when everyone had to appear 
in uniform if they were a member of the SS. 

applicant was extremely 
instrumental in steering a number of the employees of the 
Peenemuende Rocket Center to the Western Zone at the end 
of World War II, rather than allowing them to remain at the 
Rocket Center and be absorbed into the Russian Zone. He 
stated applicant realized what would happen to them if they 
remained in Peenemuende and their only opportunity would be 
to move into the Western Zone. As a result, a number of the 
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scientists from the Peenemuende Center moved into the Western 
Zone an d were subs equently brought to the United States. 

, . WBMMstated he has associated with appli- 

cant since he has been in the United States and considers 
him to be a man of the highest type. His comments concerning 
applicant's character, reputation, associates and loyalty 
were entirely favorable and he highly recommended him for a 
position of trust and confidence. 


MSFC, NASA, adv^e^ associated 

• applicant both in Germany and the United States since 

He stated he worked under applicant at the V-2 Rocket 
r, Peenemuende, Germany, during World War II, at which 
time applicant was chief of the rocket center. He said that 
although applicant was a member of the Nazi Party and also 
an officer in the.SS, applicant was active in neither. He 
advised that to his knowledge he never saw applicant in his 
SS uniform. He stated applicant never engaged in political 
speeches for the Nazi Party and had no interest in Party 
work. He said applicant was strictly a scientist and devoted 
his entire thinking to science rather than to any activity 
in the Nazi Party. 

■■■■■ commented favorably concerning appli- 
cant's character, reputation, associates and loyalty to the 
United States and highly recommended him for a position in- 
volving trust and confidence. 
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recommends applicant. 

,t applicant was a member 
of the Nazi Party and an officer in the SS in e 

Germany. States he would be cautious of the 
applicant if sometime in the future the US 

again became involved in a conflict with Ger- « 

many. 



States he is aware 


- RUC - 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN© 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
DATEi|l|iLBY2l!l£ti|il 



^3 


Tfaia document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. It i* the property ot the FBI and I* loaned to your agency; it and 

it* content* are not to be distributed outride your agency. 


K 







NY 116-121501 


to nun 
lives in 
e of VON 
he time, 
s his es 
SS for sdou 

not believe that VQN BRAUN was 
terest in the SS 


e uniform of an SS officer 




Concerning VON BRAUN 's membership in the 
Nazi Party, he is aware that VON BRAUN was a member 
of this Party and he assumes that he was a member for 
a long time. All individuals who were in a position 
of responsibility in Germany, with very few exceptions 
were expected to be members of the Nazi Party . Mem- 
bership in this Party, as well as membership in the 
SS, was necessary to further their professional 
careers.. . 
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VON BRAUN has never indicated that he is 
interested in political matters and he does not be- 
lieve that VON BRAUN was concerned with political ' 

philosophy. His main interest in life has always 
been his work in guided missiles and any political , 

activity he may have engaged in was a means to an 
end to provide him with the necessary freedom to 
conduct his experiments. 

He believes VON BRAUN mentioned at one time 
that the SS had put him in jail for a short time be- 
cause he had expressed the view that he was interested 
in rockets only for space purposes and not for mili- 
tary use. 

VON BRAUN is truly grateful for the oppor- 
tunities this country has given him to continue his 
professional interests and VON BRAUN feels that he 
has been exceedingly well treated in the United States. 
VON BRAUN returned to Germany iti 19^7 to get married, 
returned to this country, and is now naturalized. 

He considers VON BRAUN to be a person of 
excellent moral character and habits and a good family 
man. VON BRAUN is a loyal American and he recommends 
VON BRAUN for a position of responsibility associated 
with the Government . His only concern about VON BRAUN '■ 
is that if sometime in the future a powerful and mili- 
tant Germany should again come in conflict with the 
United States, he does not know to what side VON BRAUN 
would throw his allegiance . He said VON BRAUN is a 
German and will always remain so. This opinion con- 
cerning VON BRAUN is true of any German. In view of 
the current international situation, he has no reason 
to question VON BRAUN. He is certain VON BRAUN has no 
interests in Communism and Would never do business with 
the Russians. 


I 
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VON BRAUNsassociates in this country are 
mainly Army officials, ' 


VON BRAUN was formerly called 
VON BRAUN; however, this is not a recognize 
and only one bestowed upon him by ADOLF HITLER, v 
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Careful consideration has been given to the source 
concealed and a T symbol was utilized in the report only in 
that Instance where the Identity of the source must be 
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COVER PAGE 





FIfc-904 (B«t. KWD 


UNITED STATES. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy lot 


Report oh 
Date 






* 

Offices Washington, D. C. 


6/9/61 


Field Office File Noj 116-133470 


Bureau File Noj 





TM.. VWERNHER MAGNUS MAXIMILIAN VON BRAUN - 

WA- 114136 4 

PSCI»AS3If I^PBT ^ 



Charatfen ABA— A 

Synoptte $ Bo additional information in the tilee of CIA 

on appl icant^ Information contained in files of 
:\/^s fllfilset forth in details. 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


(E>^ 


MISCELLANEOUS 

The files of the Office of Security, Central 

caused to be checked on May 23 9 1961 
contained no additional information 


Intel 
by SA 

on the applicant ^ 



conta 




* 

£ 


VON BRAUN wh o app ears to >be identical with the applicant a 
brother K. (&)&> '' c ~^ 


A report dated 6 


p/TV.lUJdfeli 


cbfo ok.^ — 

S .4»k Oil 




be identifiable 


one D&ruu oiojuDmuuu wv« » - . , . . . . ^ ( 

with Subject, was German Secretary of the legation to the 
Holy See. According to the report, he was a . d } pl 2?w 
the old school and not likely to have engaged in SD (German 
Security Police) activities. However, other sources had 
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suggested that von BftAUlf, or someone else having a similar 
name, had been actively connected with German intelligence 
activities in Home, ^ 


’Von BRAUN 
During 


”2. The report continued as follows: 

was a frequent visitor at the Japanese Embassy. 

the fall of 1943 , there were indications that WEISZAECKEB 
(German Ambassador to the Holy See) was attempting to fora 
a Vatican information service under the direction of von 
BRAUN and that von BRAUN may have been Involved in certain 
fifth column activities in Rome. It is possible that both 
WEISZAECKER and von KESSEL (German first Secretary to the 
Holy See) , or at least von KESSEL, regarded von.. BRAUN as a 
member of the SD whose duty it was to checg||gp ltHe activities 
of other members of the Bnbassy , as well as on the other 
German services in Rome. It may be that von BRAUN did 
carry out such activities at some other point I n hi s career 
when he was serving in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) . ; 


In his ca 
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”3. This office wishes to note that, according to 
the above report, General WEISZAECKER and Colonel von KESSEL 
were, at the time of the report, actively engaged in 
attempting to make an arrangement with the Allies under which 
Generals GUDERIAN and von RUNDSTEDT might have surrendered 
their armies to the Allies, or that assistance might have 
been given to the German Army by the Allies to help the 
German Army liquidate the Nazis in Italy. As such, 
WEISZAECKER and von KEggEL were acting at this time as 
strong anti-Nazis.') 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 


June 6, i960 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Friend: 


f Mr. Tolson_ 

| Mr. Mohr 

■ Mr. Parsons- 
[ Mr. Belmont 

Vlr. Cnlh*:.^ 
VMr. V-L :M 
•Mr. Ma -one.- 
i Mr. I!.'iu!ro 
f Mr. n-'^en— . 

: Mr. T:.:r.m 

’ Mr. T • , iter.. 
M-. V- f .Su(| 
Tele. Room.! 
Mr. Ingram- 
if iss Gandy- 


You and your lady are cordially invited to a 

special Congressional preview oy ^I AIM AT THE STARS 
to be shown at 5:30 P* m *> Tuesday, June 21, in the, 

| New Senate Office Building auditorium. h]C » i C 

We are privileged to co-host this movie pro- 
duced by Columbia Pictures Corporation with Army co- 
operation. It /s based on the life and achievements 
of Dr. W ernh erjhon __ Braun who led the development of 
America's fir/t successful space satellite at Redstone 
Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama. s 


Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama. 

1 0 /r guest of honor will be Dr. von Braun and £ 
Vic tori q /shaw, the beautiful actress who portrays his ^ 
wife in this "motion picture. We hope you mav be.able jjs 
to attend this showing 53 A*> £ 
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